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How We Were Redeemed

Today with God’s help
we will continue to
study from the
First Epistle of Peter
1:18-19,
“Knowing that you
were not redeemed
with corruptible
things, like silver or
gold, from your
aimless
conduct received by
tradition from your
fathers, but with the
precious blood of
Christ, as a lamb
without blemish and
without spot.”

The Apostle Peter tells us here
that we know we were
redeemed. He tells us about a
teaching that the reader of the
Epistle is familiar with from oral
preaching.
This teaching is about the way
in which we were redeemed.
He tells us that we were
redeemed by the sacrifice of
Christ, by the blood of Christ.
Remember that in the previous
verse 17, Peter spoke to us
about the fear of God. We saw
that the fear of God is respect
for God and obedience to His
will. This is based on two
things: One is Holiness and the
other is the Righteousness of
God.

To these two
foundations; the
Holiness of God and
His Righteousness,
now is added a third
which is the high cost
of our salvation. God
saved us, He
redeemed us with
what was most
significant, which is
His precious blood.

This is why St. Clement of
Rome says that we should
be ashamed that our Lord
and Master Jesus Christ
gave His blood for us and
we do not appreciate it.
You see, St. Clement is
talking to us about shame,
which is the same as what
Peter says about the fear
of God.

When you contemplate that God
is Holy, you cannot be a sinner.
When you contemplate that God
is Just, you cannot be unjust.
When you contemplate that Christ
shed His precious blood for you,
then it will be a shame not to obey
Christ, not to respect Christ and
not to do His will.
Therefore, the sole purpose of
Peter’s teaching is how to adopt
our whole daily life to the
principles of the Christian faith.

After this very brief
introduction let us
now look at the
subject of our
redemption and
answer the question
according to what
the Apostle Peter
tells us in these two
verses: How were
we redeemed?

We were redeemed
not by the payment
of currency like silver
or gold, but by the
precious blood of
Christ. This is the
currency that was
given for our
redemption.
Our redemption is
presented by both
the Apostles Peter
and Paul as ransom.

Let us look for example at Saint
Paul’s letter to the Galatians
3:13.
We will see that the apostle Paul
tells us that Christ ransomed
(redeemed) us from the curse of
the law and became Himself
cursed.
Christ has redeemed us from the
curse of the law, having become
a curse for us
(for it is written, “Cursed is
everyone who hangs on a tree”).
Galatians 3:13

These words of the Apostle Paul
to the Galatians remind us of the
wonderful hymn we sing during
Holy Week on Holy Thursday
before the Sixth Gospel which
says:
“Thou didst ransom us from the
curse of the Law by Thy precious
Blood; Thou didst shed forth
immortality upon mankind by
being nailed to the Cross and
pierced with a spear. Oh Savior of
us all, glory to Thee.”
Kathisma 4th Tone

We all know what usually
happens when we purchase
things in our daily lives. It is
done with money. In ancient
times it was done with silver,
or gold or other precious
metals.

We know that in ancient
times there was not only a
market of material things
but also a market of
people.
Unfortunately, most
people were slaves. They
were slaves to the rich
who bought and sold them
with great ease.
There were slave markets
to which they went and
sold the people.

Just imagine how terrible the
situation was. In fact, many
times not only one person would
be sold but an entire family
because the owner would move
or he no longer wanted them or
for whatever reason, he would
sell the whole family. Think of
these people having to go
somewhere else, to another
boss. Their life was in this
deplorable state from generation
to generation.
Think how much the value of
human life had declined. They
bought and sold people like
animals.

Christ brought us the
teaching of the Gospel, the
teaching of love and equality
and abolished the slave
trade.

As the Apostle Paul tells us
there is equality. There is no
slave or free person, no man
or woman. We are all equal
before God our Father.

One might say as a
contradiction that today
there are still people who
discriminate between men
and women and that there
still exists a slave trade. The
answer to this is that Christ
ended all this but, whoever
does not listen to the will of
God and he is not a Christian
can do these things that
were done before Christ.

Someone may know cases of
“Christians” who
discriminate and commit
such inhumane acts.

To summarize what we
said, Christ not only
abolished the slave
trade, but above all He
abolished the bondage
of sin. Man was a slave
to sin.
Whoever is a slave to
sin, a slave to his
passions, even though
he says he is a
Christian, has not been
set free by Christ
because he doesn’t
want to be. If he is a
slave to his passions,
he can also commit
inhumane acts such as
being involved in the
slave trade and other
similar practices.

There has been a lot of
discussion among theologians
especially since the time of the
Great Schism in the West as to
where Christ gave the ransom.
We know from our daily lives that
we give money or exchange
something to get something in
return. Where did Christ give the
ransom? Where did He give His
blood? To whom did He give it?

In the West after the Great
Schism in the 10th century such
a theological debate began.
Anselm the Archbishop of
Canterbury of England
especially supported the view
that Christ gave His blood to
God because after the Fall of
Adam and Eve, God became
outraged and angry. To satisfy
divine justice, Christ the Son of
God had to be sacrificed.

This theory was never
accepted in the Church in
the East because it is a
theory that presents God
as tough and sadistic and
not as He is. God is a
father, and He is the God
of Love.

The ransom can be
paid without giving it to
anyone personally. To
understand this we will
cite an example from
our own history here in
Korea. Let us
remember Yu-Gwansoon. This girl shed her
blood during the
Japanese occupation.
She sacrificed herself
for the freedom of her
homeland.

Christ shed His
blood, His all Holy
Blood, out of His love
for man.
We see this clearly in
both the Old
Testament and the
New Testament. God
the Son, Jesus
Christ, the Word of
God redeems people
out of love.

This is especially
emphasized in the case of
Christ who Himself says in
Mark 10:45,
“For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for
many.”
The phrase for many is an
Aramaic expression
meaning “for all”.

The Apostle
Paul tells us the
same thing in
his First Letter
to 1 Timothy
2:6,
“Who gave
Himself a
ransom for all,
to be testified in
due time.”

Let’s go back to the
example we spoke about
with slavery. There were
cases when a slave was
released because
someone paid for his
freedom. We can surely
understand that the freed
man was greatly
indebted to the person
who gave the ransom for
him.
The more money given to
set the slave free, the
more grateful the slave
was to his benefactor, his
redeemer.

Is there anything
more precious
than the blood of
Christ? Certainly
not. We all need to
think about how
great our
gratitude must be
to Christ who
shed His blood for
each of us
individually.

Peter tells his readers
that they were
liberated and,
consequently, so too
were all of us. What
were we liberated
from? We need to
understand this in
order to be able to
appreciate it; to value
more the gift we
received from Christ.
He tells us that you
were liberated from
the vain lifestyle, the
way of life, that you
inherited from your
grandparents, your
ancestors.

He says this,
because a vain
way of life is a
life away from
the true God,
which is a life
without
meaning,
without content.

We will better understand this if we look at the Gospel of
Matthew 15:1-9. The incident mentioned is the question the
Pharisees asked Christ when they saw His disciples eating
bread without washing their hands.

Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from
Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, “Why do Your
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For
they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”
He answered and said to them, “Why do you also
transgress the commandment of God because of your
tradition? For God commanded, saying,
‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who
curses father or mother; let him be put to death.’ But
you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother,
“Whatever profit you might have received from me is
a gift to God” -then he need not honor his father or
mother.’
Thus you have made the commandment of God of no
effect by your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah
prophecy about you, saying:
These people draw near to Me with their mouth,
And honor Me With their lips,
But their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’”
Matthew 15:1-9

In His answer Christ mentions what He had
said 800 years earlier through the Prophet
Isaiah: “These people invoke me with their
words only and honor me with their lips, but
their heart is far from me. They teach manmade commandments and do not apply the
law of God.”

You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor
God through breaking the law?
Romans 2:23

It is clear that the people mentioned here
along with their ancestors had left the law of
God. They followed instead the traditions of
the people. They thought they believed in the
true God and that they kept the law, but in
essence they kept the human tradition and
not the law of God.
That is why the Apostle Paul in his letter to
the Romans 2:23 says very characteristically
that you who boast about the law dishonor
God because you violate the law of God. You
say that you preach the law, but you break
the law and that’s why you dishonor God.

To put it simply, the Jews
were quick to say that they
applied the law of God. But,
as we said earlier, they
fulfilled human traditions.
They kept the letter of the
law but not the spirit of the
law. That’s why in this case
they condemn the disciples
for eating bread without
washing their hands.

Let us conclude this topic by saying
that the Holy Gospel does not
abolish the law. God did not come to
abolish the law but to fulfill it. The
Gospel does not abolish the law of
God but places it on its correct
foundation, not in the traditions of
the people and the elders as Prophet
Isaiah says.

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own?
1 Corinthians 6:19-20

From the moment we believe in
the redemption we received
from the blood of Christ, we
feel that we no longer belong to
ourselves. We do not belong to
ourselves but to the One who
redeemed us with His blood.
This is what the Apostle Paul
tells us with great piety in his
First letter to the Corinthians
6:19-20, that we do not belong
to ourselves.

Peter constantly
emphasizes to us that the
blood that redeems us,
the blood of Christ is the
blood of the Lamb which
is spotless and undefiled.
These two words are very
important.
The meaning of the lamb
is very important. We
know that this is from the
Old Testament. God
commanded them to
sacrifice a Passover
(Paschal) Lamb during
the Jewish Passover and
the lamb they sacrificed
had to be thoroughly
perfect as it is written in
the book of Exodus.

Although he was ill treated, he opened not His mouth.
He was led as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb is
silent before his shearers, so He opens not his mouth.
Isaiah 53:7

This Paschal lamb in the Old
Testament symbolized the
Lamb of God, Christ. Just as
the lamb had to be perfect, so
Christ is perfect, completely
sinless.
As we know the sheep is the
most innocuous and docile
animal. It is for this reason
that God in the Old Testament
shows it as a symbol of Christ,
the Messiah, our Redeemer.
We see this clearly in the
prophecy of Isaiah 53:7 which
tells us about the lamb, the
sheep coming to the slaughter
without opening its mouth,
etc.

Exactly 800 years after the Prophet Isaiah, the last
of the prophets, the great Prophet John the
Forerunner sees as the innocent lamb the Lord
Jesus Christ who is coming. He says he saw the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
The Baptist’s Testimony to Christ.
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him
and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! This is He of whom I
said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred
before me, for He was before me.’ I did not know
Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel,
therefore I came baptizing with water.”
And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and He
remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He
who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘Upon whom you see the spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this
is the Son of God.”
John 1:29-36.

These two
words lamb and
spotless speak of
Christ as beyond
and completely
pure. He is sinless.
This is the essence
of these two words.
It means that Christ
is absolutely
sinless.

Which person of
those in the past,
present or in the
future can dare say
that he is sinless?
The greatest saint
cannot dare say that
he is sinless. We are
all sinners. Only
Christ said, “Who
can prove me guilty
of sin?”
We find this in John
8:46,
“Which of you
convict Me of sin?”

Christ is the only one who
never repented of something
He said or did. He never
repented because He never
sinned! This is what Peter tells
us in 1 Peter 2:22,
“Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in his
mouth.”

In these two verses
we studied today
1Peter 1:18-19, the
Apostle Peter told
us this wonderful
lesson; to know
that we are
redeemed and to be
grateful for the
sacrifice of the Son
of God who came
to earth and was
sacrificed for us.

We will finish our study today my dear
brothers and sisters, with a conclusion
stemming from what we reviewed today.
Since Christ is immaculate then His
Church which He found is also
immaculate.
The apostle Paul tells us this clearly in
his letter to the Ephesians:
“That he might present her to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she
should be holy and without blemish.”
Ephesians 5:27
Since Christ is immaculate and His
Church is immaculate; then we who are
members of the Church belonging to the
Body of Christ must strive to be
immaculate. This is the final summation.

Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.
Ephesians 1:4
Also, Saint Paul tells
us this in his epistle
to the Ephesians 1:4,
that Christ chose us,
before He founded
the world, to be holy.
In other words the
conclusion is to
struggle daily to
become saints.

Questions
Q. Here we have a question: “If we repent
and confess will God forgive all our sins?
Is there anything that he does not
forgive?”
A. There is no doubt that if we have true
repentance for any sin, no matter how
great it is, and confess in the Sacrament
of Holy Confession, then God immediately
forgives our sin.
The Parable of the Prodigal Son, if we pay
attention to it, tells us the process we
must follow in order to be forgiven of our
sins. We see the prodigal who returns
home with true repentance. The father
accepts him, forgives him and makes him
his child again as he was before. This is
how God our Father is.

This is the answer to the first part of the
question. All our sins are forgiven if there was
true repentance and Holy Confession. The
second part :
Q. “Is there any sin that is not forgiven?”
A. Christ tells us about such a sin. He tells us
that the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is
not forgiven. Blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit refers to an unrepentant person who is
does not repent, who curses God, who does
not consider anything, has no fear of God
and, is, of course, has become an instrument
of the devil. He follows what the devil tells him
and does not want the mercy of God. But on
the contrary, even the greatest sinner, if he
repents and confesses immediately, God the
All merciful accepts him.
Even the devil, if he repents will be saved.
God will forgive him for everything he has
done. But the problem is that he does not
repent. That is the unforgivable sin, not
repenting. It is not that God doesn’t forgive
this sin it’s that the person doesn’t want it.

We offered a few words in response to the previous question and
we thank you for it. It was a good question. We have another
question:
Q. “What can we give to Christ in return for the sacrifice He made
for us?”
A. This is also a very nice question related to our topic today. It
comes to my mind a very nice troparion of the Resurrection that
we chant on Sunday in the 7th. In this troparion It says:
“What shall we give to God for everything He has given us?”
The hymnographer asks this question and then goes on to say
that, “God became man for us.
For our sick human nature, the Logos became flesh and He dwelt
among us.”
And it goes on to say that for the ungrateful, Christ became their
Benefactor. Even though they were ungrateful for all the gifts
Christ had given them, He became their Benefactor.
For those who were enslaved, He became their Liberator. To those
who were in darkness, delusion, and sin, He became the Light.
The hymnographer continues and says that, “He, Who is the
Light, ascended on the Cross and descended into hell. He
abolished death. He resurrected. For all this what can we
reciprocate to the Lord?”
And of course the last word he says is praise. Praise God for
everything He has given us.

In doxology to God there is thanksgiving,
there is gratitude, there is humility because
we are humbled before the greatness of
God. That is why the work of the angels is
the endless doxology of God.
I will finish this very nice question by
repeating what is said in the Old
Testament:
“My son, give me your heart.” (Proverbs
23:25) This is what Christ asks of us; to
give Him our obedience to His will, to give
Him our heart, our devotion, to consider
everything He did for us.
Next Sunday is the great feast day of our
Church, it is the day of Pentecost. Let us
pray to the Holy Spirit to enlighten us and
lead us to the Truth to know the will of God
and to do what we need to do, so that we
may become holy, since Christ chose us, as
the Apostle Paul told us; to be immaculate
for the Day of judgment.

Glory be to God!
Thank you for your attention!

