The Mystery of Salvation to the Prophets and the Angels

The lesson has been translated from a Bible Study given by His Eminence Metropolitan Ambrosios of Korea on May 3,, 2020.
Translator’s Note: The translator, Sophia Nichols, is responsible for any errors, omissions or inconsistencies.

Today we will study the following three
verses from the First Epistle of
Peter 1:10-12.

“Of this salvation the prophets have
inquired and searched carefully,
who prophesied of the grace
that would come to you, searching
what, or what manner of time, the
Spirit of Christ who was in them
was indicating when He testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ
and the glories that would follow.
To them it was revealed that, not to
themselves, but to us they were
ministering the things which now
have been reported to you through
those who have preached the
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit
sent from heaven-things which
angels desire to look into.”

In the previous lesson we spoke about the
great mystery of our salvation. And today,
with these three verses, we will see that
salvation is a great mystery not only for us,
the ordinary people, but also for the
prophets and the angels.
In the tenth verse Peter tells us that the
great event of our salvation, which we
persevere for Jesus Christ, the prophets
asked to learn and examined with great zeal.
The prophets prophesied about grace and
redemption which would come to us. What
Peter says here is that the fact that the
prophets asked and explored things might
seem strange to us. We might be thinking,
“How is it possible that the prophets, who
were inspired by God, had the need for
inquiry and to examine the very subjects
that they prophesied about?”

We must always
remember that they
were not only prophets
but also human beings
like all of us. In other
words, they had souls
like we all have and
needed to find their
salvation, to be saved
like us. They wanted to
be saved, to be
sanctified just like
ordinary people.
And it was necessary
for them to apply the
truth which they
prophesied about to
their own souls.

This fact alone, that
they were
instruments of the
truth of God and
conveyed to the
people of God the
prophecies, was not
enough to save
them.

Let me give a personal example
so we can understand what we
are saying. By the grace of God,
I am a clergyman and have as a
ministry from God to preach the
truth of the Gospel.
This in itself does not save me.
Others can be saved by the
truths of the Gospel from me but
if I do not apply them to my life,
if I do not live the truth of the
Gospel, I will not be saved.
In other words, it is absolutely
necessary that the truth that I
proclaim and preach to others
draws my soul.

Let’s say for example
that someone oversees
in an orphanage with 100
children. He takes care of
them. He offers food to
them daily but he does
not eat. He remains
hungry. The children will
live but he will die
because he does not
partake of the
nourishment he offers.

So the prophets received from God this
message which God wanted to give the
people and then they researched, they
examined and asked to learn more. The
Apostle Peter tells us this even more
clearly in verse ten, that the prophets
sought, examined, and inquired in what
time and under what circumstances these
things revealed to them were going to take
place. With the Spirit of Christ they had
within them they were told about the
future, about the Passion of Christ and the
glories of Christ.
The revelation of the prophets received
from God was the foundation. And based
on that, they asked to learn and research
further so that they could understand
something more. They knew what they
were prophesying but they did not know
when these things would occur.

It is very important here, in this
passage, the phrase, “The Spirit of
Christ” which was given to the
prophets. Usually we know and are
familiar with the phrases “The Spirit
of God, “The Spirit of the Lord, “The
Lord is God”, but, “The Spirit of
Christ” we rarely see.
Oecumenius, a great commentator on
the biblical texts, who continues the
tradition of St. John Chrysostom,
says that the Spirit of Christ speaks
about Christ Himself. In other words,
Saint Peter tells us that the Spirit that
existed in the prophets is exactly
Christ.
Christ as the Word of the Father, who
pre-existed and is the pre-existing
God, inspired the prophets.

At this point we have a
chance to say something
very important.
Unfortunately, many
people, when they hear the
words Christ, Jesus, they
think that Christ has
existed since He was born
as a human being.
As a human being He has
a specific moment in time
when He was born. As
Christ God He pre-exists.
He pre-existed with the
Father and the Holy Spirit.

To conclude with what Peter says
about the phrase “Spirit of Christ”, he
wants to tell us that Christ preceded
His Incarnation. The Spirit of Christ
revealed the future to the prophets.
They prophesied about Christ taking
on human flesh.

Since Christ’s Spirit existed, of course
He also existed.
Then Peter speaks to us in this verse
about the passion of Christ, about
which the prophets prophesied and
also about the glories of Christ.
To put it more clearly, the content of
the prophecies of the Old Testament
which contained the preaching of the
prophets consisted of two things;
first the teachings of Christ and
second, the glories of Christ.

For example, as a minimal example,
let us refer to the prophecy of
Isaiah, who tells us that Christ the
Messiah will come as a sheep to be
slaughtered, to be sacrificed, to
offer Himself for our salvation.
“Although He was ill-treated, He
opened not His mouth. He was led
as a sheep to the slaughter, and as
a lamb is silent before his shearers,
so He opens not His mouth.”
Isaiah 53:7.

Let us mention
another prophecy
from the Prophet
Jeremiah in 11:18
where he speaks
about the exact same
subject:
“For I did not know I
was like an innocent
lamb led to be
sacrificed. They
plotted an evil device
against me, saying,
‘Come let us put
wood in his bread,
and destroy him root
and branch from the
land of the living, so
his name might not
be remembered any
longer.’”

You see how
important this
prophecy which
speaks of wood is?
And it is important
because it refers to
no other wood but
the wood of the
Cross. They (His
enemies) wanted to
exterminate Christ’s
entire legacy.
Prophet Jeremiah
says that they
wanted to kill Him so
that: “His name
might not be
remembered any
longer.”

In the Epistle, in the original Greek,
it speaks of passions and uses the
plural tense.
But then he continues to use the
plural when he speaks about
glories. And these glories are
mainly mentioned first in the glory
of the Resurrection of Christ, and
the glory of His Ascension and in
the glory of the Last Judgment,
that is the Kingdom of God.

In Luke 24:26 we will see how
the passions are connected
with His glory:
“Ought not the Christ have
suffered these things and to
enter into His glory?”
He tells us that Christ had to
suffer in order to enter into
His glory.
That is why we say that on
the Cross Christ reached the
height of glory. Therefore, on
the Cross it is the “King of
Glory”, not the “Jesus of
Nazareth the King of the
Jews” as they ironically wrote
on His inscription. But, He is,
as it is written in the
Orthodox icon of the
Crucifixion:
“The King of Glory.”

These two things, the sufferings of
Christ and the glories of Christ,
teach us very important things for
our daily lives. We must pay
attention to them.
What they teach us by the example
of Christ is that if we want to have
glories in heaven we must
anticipate and be ready for sorrows
and trials. We must not forget the
sorrows and trials. If we endure
them they will be followed by glory.
Christ will give glory to those who
had patience while experiencing
sorrows.
Also, what we must not forget,
when grief and trials come to us in
our lives that the grief, trials and
tribulations are temporary. They are
short-lived and the glories that will
follow will be eternal.

And we go to the next
verse that the Apostle
Peter tells us. He says
that the prophets were
enlightened by God not
for themselves, but for
you, that is, for all of us
Christians. The prophets
became deacons for us
for our salvation.
And what the
evangelical workers, the
preachers of the Gospel,
have told us to this day
is what the prophets
prophesied.

Just as the
prophets were
enlightened
by the Holy
Spirit, so the
workers of the
Gospel in
every age are
inspired by
the same Holy
Spirit to say
what they say
and to serve
the work of
our salvation.

The prophets foresaw
everything that was going
to happen to the Messiah,
to Christ, with great
precision and clarity.
But when they inquired to
learn and to investigate
when these events would
happen, then they would
receive an answer, such
as, “Not yet, don’t ask to
know when these will
happen. The prophesy that
was given to you by the
Holy Spirit is for others not
for you,” meaning that
they will occur in an
unforeseeable future.
Whatever was prophesied
in the Old Testament, as
we all know, took place in
the New Testament.

At this point it’s very important for us to
understand that even the holiest of people
when they ask God for something that is for
their salvation, the answer of God in many
cases is, “No”.
For example, a pious man, a man devoted to
God who faces great temptations begs God
to free him from the temptations. And God’s
answer is, “No “.
And he thinks that if he is freed from this
temptation, if God helps him out of it, it will
be good for his spiritual progress, for his
life. But God sees things completely
differently than we do. He knows much
better than we do. He may not answer us
about our temptation, He does not answer
us about a trial we’re going through, and the
reason may be because He knows this this
is for our own good.

And when the years pass, many
times if we have a mind centered on
Christ and if we have the Spirit of
God in us, then we will understand
that this “No” of Christ in our
particular situation was much
better than our own, “yes” that we
wanted and thought was right; that
our own will be done.

At this point we understand that the
issue of obedience to God is very
important. We ask God for what we
think may be good for us, but we
leave it up to God’s decision with
trust and confidence in Him and
with absolute obedience to God.
And if not with our words but with
our actions, we repeat to God every
time, “Thy Will Be Done”, then we
are indeed on the road to holiness.

This example of the prophets
is very significant for us.
The prophets were
enlightened by the Holy Spirit
to write the words of
God. When they asked God
to reveal to them how and
when
the things they prophesied
would occur, God did not
give them the answer.
The fact that He enlightened
them to prophecy for others
and not for
themselves (because we
know that the prophets did
not have time to
see any of all that they
prophesied), is a great lesson
for us.

This is what
Christ Himself
told us. Let us
look at Luke
10:24.
“For I tell you
many prophets
and kings have
desired to see
what you see,
and have not
seen it.”

And from this Word of Christ we
understand very well that we are in a more
advantageous position than the prophets
were because they prophesied the coming
of Christ, but we are now in the New
Testament and live in the presence of
Christ, the Incarnate Christ.

God didn’t reply to the inquiry of the
prophets even when they asked, but, He
has revealed to us the way to salvation
through Jesus Christ.
That is why we should thank God with
gratitude for being revealed to us. We have
seen Him, we have known Him, we have
been taught His will.
Whether someone lived during the time of
Christ, or today that we learn about Christ
through His Word and the Holy Tradition of
our Church, let us thank Him for the great
gift He has given us and is giving us.
The Road to Emmaus

At the end of the tenth verse of the Apostle Peter
where he mentions the angels, he says that the truth
proclaimed by the angels was so great to those who
received the preaching of the Gospel that they desired
to look into the depth of it.
Now here we need to point out that the angels are not
omniscient, only God is omniscient. The angels are
finite beings.
And the angels, just like humans, it is not possible for
them to know the infinite God, His Essence, because
they are finite beings.
Of course angels know much more than we do. But
these are works of God, there are mysteries of God,
which are unknown to the angels. But because the
angels understand that they work for our atonement,
and that the work of the salvation is a very great,
great mystery, they try to delve deeply into it as an
opportunity to glorify God even more.

Let’s go back to the Gospel of
Luke 15:10. Here we can see how
much the angels care about our
salvation.
In this verse Christ says:
“Likewise, I say to you, there is
joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who
repents.”
It is a very characteristic feature
of the Holy Scriptures when they
say that when one sinful person
repents, there is a great
celebration in heaven.
Why?
Because the angels understand
the great significance that the
repentance of man has for his
salvation.

God has made so many wonderful things for
our salvation that the angels desire “to look
into” these mysteries, as St. Peter says (1:12).
This gives us an opportunity to mention the
prayer that is said in the Sacrament of Holy
Unction, after the Fifth Gospel Reading. It is as
if the priest is making a confession at this
time.

The prayer says, “(and to me) thy humble, and
sinful, and unworthy servant, entangled in
manifold sins, and wallowing in the lusts of
pleasures, to the Holy and exceedingly lofty
degree of the Priesthood , and to enter within
the innermost Veil, into the Holy of Holies,
wither also the Holy Angels desire to
penetrate, and to hear the voice of the Lord
God....”
And what it is said at the end of the prayer is
very important, that is, the angels want to
enjoy the Divine and Holy Liturgy which we
perform.

In conclusion, there are a
few things to consider. The
first is how we should
participate in the Divine
Liturgy. The author of the
prayer tells us that even the
angels want to enjoy the
Divine Liturgy.
We are made worthy to
perform the Divine Liturgy
and to participate. We need
to be so careful and we need
to pray for our participation
in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.
The Divine Liturgy is a
mystery performed by both
the clergy and the laity, the
priest and the faithful
together.

The second
thing, is how
important the
Sacrament of the
Priesthood is,
how the faithful
should
understand it
and how they
should treat the
priests.

The clergy are not sinless. They are
sinners and they repent. They confess
this in the prayer during the Holy
Unction service and at every Divine
Liturgy.
Before we begin the Cherubic Hymn in
the altar the priest begins with a
confessional prayer which says:
“No one who is bound by the desires
and the pleasures of the flesh is
worthy to approach, or draw near, or to
serve You, the King of Glory;….”
and the prayer continues:
“Look down upon me, Your sinful and
unprofitable servant, and cleanse my
soul and heart from an evil
conscience; and enable me, by the
power of Your Holy Spirit, vested with
the grace of the Priesthood, to stand
before this, Your Holy Altar, and
consecrate Your Holy and Immaculate
Body and Precious Blood.”

We mentioned before that
the clergy and the laity
participate in the
Sacrament of the Divine
Eucharist, together.
But, the clergy, because of
their Priesthood have been
made worthy to pierce
the Holy Bread, to lend
their hands to Christ who is
the Great Priest and
performs the Divine
Mystery.
The priests lend their
bodies so that the Word of
God can be heard during
the Divine Liturgy.

It is beneficial to have respect
and obedience to our spiritual
fathers, to the clergy who are
ordained to serve the Sacrament
of our salvation.
Thus the mystery of the
Priesthood is superior to the
angels. That is why Saint
Kosmas Aitolos, a great saint
says, that if you see a priest and
an angel on the street, greet the
priest first and then the angel.
This is because the priest
performs the Mystery of Holy
Communion, the Sacrament of
the Holy Eucharist and the
Mysteries of God. He is an
instrument of God to perform all
the Holy Sacraments.

Here we will end for
today. Next time
with God’s help we
will see what Saint
Peter tells us briefly
and with accuracy
how we must live to
be worthy of the
great gifts of God,
for our salvation.

Closing Comment:
Many times there are people with ill
intension who say that God is against
questioning or researching. The quote
says, “Believe and do not question”.
Many Christians ask if that is right.
This is of course wrong. The Bible
never said it and it does not say it. This
originated from the West in the Middle
Ages.
In our Church however, this is not the
case. We see it very well when in the
Holy Bible, Christ Himself, when He
appeared to His disciples after His
Resurrection, tells Thomas, “Come and
touch Me.” We see this in many other
cases in the Gospel. We saw it today
with the prophets who researched and
investigated. The questioning does not
deny faith or our belief.

So we have infinite
testimonies from the
Holy Bible, from the
Holy Tradition of the
Church and the Church
Fathers which
emphasize that we must
investigate, research
and explore the Biblical
text. We should seek
with a good disposition
to learn more about our
faith and to secure as
much as possible what
we believe in, to know
what we believe.

Of course our research is limited because we
cannot investigate the Mystery. The Mystery is
a mystery. But there are many other things we
need to do; study the Word of God, to read, to
cultivate our faith and to know exactly what
we believe; not blindly, but to believe and
have a kind of faith that is complete.
The conclusion is that faith and research are
two tools for every Orthodox believer to help
him understand the greatness of God‘s glory.
And issues like the Mystery that we spoke
about earlier, which go beyond our logic and
beyond our investigations, we have to deal
with them with a humble mind and know that
we cannot understand anything more but be
faithful. Let us trust God and God will
enlighten us to understand something more
than we can understand with our own logic.

Glory be to God! Thank you for listening!

