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Today we will talk about
the reason for the two
verses in 1Peter 1:6-7
with the huge subject
concerning grief in our
lives.
The apostle Peter in
verse six talks about two
basic things:
(χαρά και θλίψη)
Joy and sorrow.

This is not just an
impression that the
apostle Peter has.
This is the reality of
human life. This is
especially true in the
lives of Christians.
There is
(χαρμολύπη)
joy and grief
constantly in our
daily lives.

First of all we
need to say
that faith, true
faith, not
superficial
faith, creates
in the soul of
the Christian
great rejoicing
(μεγάλη
αγαλλίαση).

But this rejoicing, this
outward joy, as long as we
live in this life is mixed
with pain and sadness.
But the hopeful message
of Saint Peter in this verse
is that this sadness, this
worry, compared to joy, is
small. The joy is much
greater.

That’s why he tells us to
rejoice in this time of sadness
even if you are grieved for a
little while with various trials.
Whoever tells us that we will
live without sadness or trials
is lying to us. Because there
are people who say, “If you
believe in Christ you will not
have sadness, you won’t have
illnesses, everything will go
well for you at work and in
your family. “
But this is not what Christ told
us. Neither did the apostles or
the holy fathers tell us this.
They actually say the
opposite. The truth is that a
variety of trials, grief, sadness,
and pain are waiting for us in
our journey through life.

Here the apostle Peter is not talking to us about the
trials or temptations of sin. But about the trials of
grief, the tests in life. He talks to us about the
temptations we will face from sickness, from sobs,
from death of loved ones, from economic difficulties,
family tragedies, etc. But the pleasant and hopeful
thing is that the grief, the trials and temptations, the
apostle Peter tells us, last for a short time.

Someone might say,
“From the time I can
remember, from the time I
was a little child, I live in
grief, worry and trials.”
Yes and if even all of our
earthly life is full of
sorrows, the sorrows are
few compared to eternal
life. The present life, no
matter how long it is,100
years, 150 years;
compared to eternity is
just a drop of water in the
ocean. In other words, our
life, no matter how many
years we live, is short.
And that’s why the
sorrows, even if our whole
life is full of sorrows, are
few compared to the
rejoicing that the faithful
person will feel in eternity.

And it will be a great boost
and enhancement when we
have difficulties, sorrows
and trials if we think about
two things.
The first one, the apostle
Paul tells us in his Εpistle in
1Corinthians 10:13. Saint
Paul says that the trials, the
temptations you have
encountered so far have not
been beyond your strength.
(Δεν ήταν πάνω από τα
μέτρα σας.)

And he continues and
says that God always
keeps his promises. He
will not allow any
temptation to
overwhelm our strength.
But when the temptation
comes He will give
together with it a way
out so that we will be
able to endure it.

This is very important
because many times
many people say, or we
say, “I can’t bear this
temptation. I can’t bear
this difficulty,” and all
those things.

So what we read
here is not human
reason. It is the
Word of God
where God
assures us that He
will not give us,
ever, a temptation
that is greater than
our strength. That
is the first thing.
The second is that
the duration of our
test, our trial,
whether it is an
illness or whatever
else; will never be
greater than what
is necessary so
that the test will be
beneficial
(ωφέλιμη) for our
soul.

This means, what we say many
times which is true, God
allows the temptation or some
difficulty in our lives for our
own good, for our spiritual
benefit.
Because many times it
happens that we don’t
understand what is beneficial
to our soul, what is good for
our soul. We don’t understand
otherwise in a different way
(Με άλλο τρόπο). God allows
this understandable way
(Κατανοητό τρόπο) through
tests, difficulties, sorrows,
etc., so that we can recover.
So that we can understand.

God allows, for our own good,
something that seems difficult
to us. And He waits.
What does He wait for?

HE IS WAITING FOR OUR REPENTANCE.

So we don’t
speak too
theoretically,
and so we say
something
practical and
current: God
allowed us to
have this test,
this ordeal with
the
coronavirus, all
of humanity.
God is waiting,
because we had
and have very
much gone
astray, and He
is waiting for
our repentance
to shorten the
time of this trial.
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Allow me to make it clearer at this
point. I want to give two simple
examples. We know that daily, all over
the world, there are wars, either small
or big, civil wars or between nations.
In any case, human blood is shed. It’s
always brotherly blood because we
are all brothers. So blood is
constantly shed for economic
interests, for egos; human blood is
shed. We don’t understand what a
great sin this is, how bad this is. So
God allows a difficulty, for example,
the coronavirus and now war is not
the first thing that concerns us. We
are now concerned about our health.
Today the powerful of this earth and
the superpowers who are responsible
for all these things, are not concerned
with who controls the production of
oil neither with things of financial
interests, but they are mostly
concerned with whether or not they
will survive this disaster.

You see, this is
happening all over
the world. It’s a
struggle for survival.
Therefore, it is all
about repentance. It
is about putting
love above
everything else,
toward God and
toward our
fellowman, so that
we can escape this
evil.

And because someone might say,
“I’m not responsible for the wars
the powerful on earth create.” Yet,
any war is usually the result of the
war that exists between people in
an interpersonal relationship. For
example, the quarrel that takes
place in your house between you
and your husband, with your wife
and with your neighbor resembles a
war. If you expand it, it becomes a
broader war, a world war.

We are all responsible for
what happens around us. But
let me give you an example
that will help make us more
aware of our personal
responsibility.
We have destroyed and are
still destroying the natural
environment, the creation of
God, with our own hands. We
are taking our eyes out
(Βγάζουμε τα μάτια μας) by
ourselves by destroying our
home which is God’s creation.
So the result of having
polluted the environment is
the appearance of these
epidemics, just like the
pandemic we are now facing
with the COVID-19.
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How much does our conscious
censure us if we cut down a
tree for no reason or on how
we throw the garbage outside
our house? We have a
responsibility for the pollution
of the environment and we
have a responsibility as to why
this pandemic came to us. And,
if we don’t repent, maybe other
pandemics will follow, as a
result of our having polluted
the environment we live in.

It is time for
repentance. And
the sooner and
more sincerely
each of us repents
for his share of the
responsibility for
the evil that is
happening around
us, the sooner the
end of this grief
will come.

The joy that the apostle Paul
mentions here, it certainly has to
do with eternity in the next life,
but it’s not only about the next
life. It begins in this life.
Jubilation and joy, for the true
Christian, as a fact, are a real
presence in this life.
In other words, the hope for the
eternal goods, the faith that we
will inherit the Kingdom of God,
brings us joy in this life, despite
all the sorrows which we
experience.

I will again give an example so that
we can better understand this
reality, although it may seem
strange. We will understand this
better if we think about the joy a
traveler feels. And of course not
with the modern means of painless
traveling, but in the old days when
people had to walk for days,
months and sometimes years in
order to reach their destination.
Just like the joy that a traveler feels
when he thinks, “I will reach the
end of my destination very soon.”
Therefore, just like the traveler, the
Christian, no matter how many
difficulties he faces in the journey
of his life, inside him he has joy,
heavenly joy, Divine joy because he
knows that this tiresome journey
will not be eternal but temporary.
And when he reaches the end, the
evil that he is suffering from will
finally end.

The apostle Peter in the
sixth verse, speaks to us
about rejoicing in sorrow.
And in the next verse, the
seventh, we will see that
he speaks about the
purpose of sorrow. What
is the purpose and the
objective of sorrow in our
life?
Here it is necessary to
answer the following
questions: “Why does
God allow sorrows?” We
said earlier that God
permits sorrows. “Why
does He permit them?”
“What is the purpose of
grief and sorrow?”

In fact, many people are
scandalized when they see a
virtuous person suffer and they
say, “Why does he also have to
suffer?”
The apostle Peter give us an
answer by saying that through
sorrows and temptations the
soul is purified from the spots of
sin, from the filth of sin.

Let us read again the
seventh verse. “That the
genuineness of your
faith, being much more
precious than gold that
perishes, though is
tested by fire, may
be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus
Christ”
Here, the apostle Peter
talks to us about the
testing of faith. We find
exactly the same
expression in the epistle
of James 1:3: “knowing
that the testing of your
faith produces patience.”

This reminds us very much of
another passage in the Old
Testament in the Wisdom of
Sirach 2:5 which talks about the
gold and the furnace that Saint
Peter uses here:
“Because gold is tested in fire
and acceptable men in the
furnace of abasement.”
He parallels faith with gold. We
all know that among the many
metals that exist in the world,
the most precious one is gold.
Faith is not just gold, but it is
even more valuable, more
precious than gold.

Here in this example we need to
keep in mind what happens to gold.
Gold, when we take it from the earth,
has foreign elements in it, which are
not valuable. That’s why it is put in a
furnace at a very high temperature
so all the non-genuine elements
disappear, while the authentic gold
remains. Sometimes we think that
what we have put in the furnace is
gold, but if it is not genuine gold,
nothing remains. In the furnace it is
clarified. The genuine gold remains,
and shines brightly because it is
now 100% genuine gold.

The same happens with faith. Many
people, if not all of us, believe that
we have genuine faith. How do we
know if our faith is genuine? In the
furnace of sorrows it will be seen if
our faith is genuine or fake.
So in the furnace of sorrow our
faith is tested like gold. The foreign
elements that are stuck on our faith
leave and the gold is left. Because if
there is no true faith, there is nothing
left, just like if the gold is not real.

Everyone can imagine examples from
their own lives or from the overall
experience they have in their own lives.
So many times, someone may say, “I go
to church. I’m a good Christian” and all
those things.
But suddenly comes grief; the death of
his child or one of his relatives, financial
failure, or some other difficulties and
what he does is stop going to church. He
may even begin to curse God and he
says, “I was a Christian for so many
years. Christ didn’t help me,” and all
those foolish thoughts. And in the end it
seems that the faith he said he had, was
not true faith but a superficial one,
without roots. We see someone who
becomes ill or he encounters some
difficulty and he has no patience.

And you say to him, “For
so many years you have
been reading the Bible.
You hear about patience
and the virtue of patience
which is a gift from God
to someone who truly
believes. Where is your
patience now?”
Nothing!
It means that his faith was
counterfeit. It was fake. It
was not real.

If we parallel gold
with faith, as we
said in the example,
we will see that
there are two
differences, basic
differences.
The first difference
is that gold, in the
furnace decreases.
The impurities leave
and what remains is
authentic gold.
In contrast, faith in
the furnace of
sorrow does not
decrease but
increases.

The second difference
is that gold in the
furnace, no matter how
much it is purified,
someday it will
definitely be of no
value to its owner.
While faith, on the
other hand, when it
passes through the
furnace of sorrows and
becomes strong, will
never lose its value. It
will live in eternity.

A person who has been tried in
the furnace of sorrows and his
faith has proved genuine, he will
hear on the day of judgment, as
it is written in the Gospel
according to Saint Matthew in
the parable of the talents 25:21:
“Well done, good and faithful
servant.”
In verse seven, St. Peter finally
talks about praise, honor and
glory. The faithful and wise
servant of God with true faith,
will gain honor, glory and praise.
And these honors and glories
and praises are not like many
people secularly think and ask
for earthly and worldly things,
but they will be eternal and
immortal, glorious honors.

Also the apostle Paul
talks about this very
beautifully in his
Epistle to the Romans
2: 6-7. He talks to us
very nicely about the
same subject, about
glory, honor and
immortality.

who “will render to each one
according to his deeds.”.7 eternal life to
those who by patient countenance in doing
good seek for glory, honor and
immortality;”
Romans 2:6

And all this will be
enjoyed by the
believer, the true
believer, “at the
revelation of Jesus
Christ”, that is
during the second
coming of the
Lord. That is, on
the last day.

Christ will be
revealed gloriously.
But, He will not be
alone. All the saints
will be revealed
along with all the
people who had true
faith. And they will
also shine. Their
virtues and their
works will shine
forever in the
eternal Kingdom of
God.

GLORY BE TO GOD!!!
THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!

