THE INHERITANCE

"God created man neither mortal nor
immortal, but susceptible to both
conditions. Thus, if he were to incline
himself toward those things that have
to do with immortality, having kept
the commandment of God, he would
receive his reward of immortality from
God and become god by grace. But if
on the other hand, he would incline
himself toward those things that are
related to death, having disobeyed
God, he himself would be the cause of
his own death. For God created man
free and the master of his will.“
THEOPHILOS OF ANTIOCH, To Autolycus 11, 27 BEPES 5,39 (25-31).

Death was unknown to the first man.
When Adam and Eve sinned they
separated themselves from God and
each other, creating the wounded, sick
humanity that they passed down to us.
Goarch. Be the Bee #66 | Creation and Fall, Mar 26, 2015

THE RESURECCTION
The Most prominent figures in the icon, after
the Lord, are Adam and Eve, the first human
beings that God had fashioned, the symbols
of a human race created in God's image and
likeness, who distorted that image through
sin. Adam and Eve are now given a new
chance and a restored image. For Christ, who
in many places is called "the second Adam,"
has come to earth and done what the first
Adam could not. He showed that it is
possible to live a life in unity with God,
demonstrating faith and love, and avoiding
temptation. The reward for this life is eternal
life, Resurrection from the dead.
The Icon of the Resurrection - Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
https://www.goarch.org/-/the-icon-of-the-resurrection

In tonight's lesson we will discuss the Heavenly Hope of the
Resurrection. We will be referring to the First Book of Saint Peter.

The lesson has been translated from a Bible Study given by His
Eminence Metropolitan Ambrosios of Korea on April 5, 2020.
Translator’s Note: The translator, Sophia Nichols, is responsible
for any errors, omissions or inconsistencies.
Born to a Heavenly Hope
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead…”
1Peter 1:3
Saint Peter tells us:
Ο θεός μας αναγέννησε για να μας χαρίσει τα αιώνια αγαθά του.
God has granted us a rebirth to give us his eternal goods.
The living hope and acquisition of eternal life in God is based on
the foundation of Christ’s Resurrection.

In the fourth verse Saint Peter will tell us where this hope
ends up. He told us where it is based.

The answer he gives us in the fourth verse is
that the living hope results in the inheritance of
God‘s Kingdom.

When we say
“inheritance”
our thoughts
must go always
to our salvation.
That is
inheritance.
(Η ζωντανή
ελπίδα ότι θα
κληρονομήσουμε
την σωτηρία
μας.)
The living hope
that we will
inherit salvation
in God‘s
Kingdom.

God gives His
gifts to all
people. The
sun, air,
oxygen, nature;
our own life is a
gift from God.
That’s why as
we see in
Matthew 5:45
God says that
He sends rain
on the just and
the unjust.

But, His inheritance into His Kingdom He
saves only for His children, the ones who
believe in God and with trust leave their
lives in God’s hands.
Our inheritance, our salvation is the highest
gift. The others are gifts but we cannot
compare them to the highest gift from God
for His children.
And God does not give us this gift because
we are worthy of it, because we did good
works. Instead He gives it for free.
He promised us to give the gift for free. He
doesn’t owe us this gift but He gives it to us
for free. It’s the fruit of the Grace of God
towards His children.

That’s why Saint Paul writes in his letter to
the Romans 8:17, “ We are children of God
and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ.”

Being the heirs of God
is something that
doesn’t fit in with our
logic.
(Δεν μπορεί να το
χωρέσει η λογική μας.)
It’s beyond our logic,
how God makes us
heirs with His Son,
with Christ.

It’s like a
king who has
a son who
will receive
his
inheritance.

The king also adopts
a poor child and
includes him in the
inheritance.

The poor boy is a coheir with the prince.
With this human
example we can
understand how we
become co-heirs with
Christ.

To help us understand the
huge difference between the
inheritance of God and the
inheritance of people, i.e.
parents to their children; Saint
Peter uses three very beautiful
adjectives (επίθετα).

He said that the inheritance of
God does not wear out.
(Δεν φθείρεται.)
It does not get contaminated,
it’s incorruptible.
(Δεν μολύνετε.)
And, it doesn’t wilt or wither.
Δεν μαραίνεται.
It’s incorruptible, undefiled,
and does not fade away.
1 Peter 1:4

Let us try to please
understand, with the
three adjectives that
Saint Peter uses how
great the inheritance of
the Kingdom of God is,
so that in our daily lives
we always seek
(Επιδιώκουμε πάντα),
first the Kingdom of
God.

Unfortunately, many
people are not
concerned with first
seeking the Kingdom
of God for eternal
inheritance. They are
interested in earthly
inheritances (επίγειες
κληρονομιές).
For example, they are
interested in wealth,
beauty, health,
properties, houses,
all those things. All
those things wear
out, become
corruptible and
wither.
Each of these things
have an expiration
date.

I think that this difficult
time that we live in with the
coronavirus helps us better
understand this subject.
Let’s take for example,
wealth. Many believe that
“if I have money I can do
anything.”
Is it that way?

If it was that
way, the
coronavirus
would only
infect the poor
and not the rich.
But now we see
that it has no
exceptions. It
infects
everyone.

And, up until now the rich
were saying, “I have money.
If anything happens I will go
to the most expensive
hospital either in my country
or overseas so I can receive
treatment.”
Can this be done today?
No matter how much money
you have, you can’t even go
to the hospital because now
it’s forbidden. You aren’t
allowed to go. Or, to say it in
a different way, it’s
dangerous for you to go
because you can get another
kind of infection.
Whether you are rich or poor,
the best thing you can do is
to hide in your house so you
don’t get sick.

Another person says, “I
have a lot of money and I’m
going to take trips. It’s cold
where I live. I will go to
another country where the
weather is nice and I will
spend as much money as I
want. “
Can you go on your trip
now?
You can’t. Even airplanes
are not available.

As we know
people pay a lot
of attention and
place a lot of
worth on the
ephemeral stars;
actors, singers,
dancers, famous
people, athletes.
Today, living
with this
tragedy, who
talks about
these ephemeral
stars?

Most people in the world
are talking about doctors
and especially about the
infectious disease
specialist.

Greek Ministry of Health spokesman Sotiris Tsiodras

By bringing these
things up we are not
saying that those
other things are
worthless.
The material things
are gifts from God.
Like an athlete who
is training to obtain a
metal, they all have
their worth.
Men's Decathlon. Ashton Eaton of the United States celebrates
winning gold overall after the Men's Decathlon 1500m on Day 13
of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium on
August 18, 2016 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
www.olympic.org/athletics/decathlon-men

But, what we want to stress
is what Saint Paul says.
Above all, without
exception are the heavens.
It is our salvation. That is
the biggest inheritance. “If
someone acquires the
whole world”, Christ says,
“and if he loses his soul, he
gains absolutely nothing.“
The conclusion of all that
we have said is that we will
be interested in material
goods, because we are
made up of soul and body.
We don’t forget that, all the
necessities we have for our
maintenance, for our life.
But above all, we will put
the spiritual; the spiritual
heritage. We will have this
as our priority.

We will see it with a
different biblical, illustrious
example. We have to be
concerned with the priority
of the crown that doesn’t
wilt, the unfading crown of
glory.
Saint Paul tells us that that
is the crown he’s interested
in, not the crown they give
at the Olympic games that
wilts.

Our byzantine iconography
helps us understand this with
the halo (Φωτοστέφανο) of
gold which encircles the
heads of the Saints. It is gold
and always shines. Even the
ones made centuries ago still
continue to shine.
So the crown of glory that is
given as an inheritance from
Christ to His beloved ones,
even though they will wear it
forever; will never fade. It will
always maintain its brilliance
and brightness.

In 1Peter 1:4-5, we are told that this
inheritance is found in the heavens. It’s
deposited there. Just like we deposit
money in the bank. The faithful Christian
deposits this inheritance in the bank of
heaven. No one can take it.
When the money is deposited in banks,
any bank, it’s not absolutely secure.
Something can happen, money can lose
its value, a war for example, and the
money deposited in the bank can be lost.
In the bank of heaven however, it cannot
be lost. It can never be lost because it is
guarded by two guards. If we pay
attention to the scripture the meaning
comes out about the two guards. Who
are these guards? First is the strength of
God and the second is our faith. The
power of God is a given. We have
nothing to say about that. We cannot
comment on it.

When it comes to our faith: what is
faith?

We talk about faith, having faith but
it’s not something theoretical. For
someone to recite the Creed: “I
believe in one God.....”, that is not
faith. Certainly, this is needed as a
foundation, the theoretical foundation.
The Church worked hard to secure, to
fortify, the foundation of faith. If
someone says “I don’t believe in one
God, I believe in ten gods,” then we
know that person is not a Christian.
He is an idolater.
For our faith to be something alive and
not just something abstract, it must be
accompanied by works; everyday
works. Because just as the apostle
tells us, “faith without works is dead.”

And we don’t speak
theoretically. We
will give examples.
First of all, faith is
when everything
around you is dark,
and you have many
difficulties in your
life, everything is in
despair and black
around you.
Despite all that you
have faith. You
believe intensely
that the Light of
Christ can
illuminate
everything.

Faith is to
live in the
pandemic of
the
coronavirus
which has
spread fear
and agony
throughout
the world,
and, you live
without fear
or agony
because you
believe in
Christ.

You take up the
proper measures that
the officials
recommend and you
live with inner peace
because you have left
your life in the hands
of God with trust. It’s
to practice what we
say in the prayer: “Let
us commit ourselves
and one another and
our whole life to
Christ or God.”

More generally, faith is
obedience to the will
of God, no matter how
absurd or irrational it
may seem to you.
Let’s remember
Abraham. God
promised to make his
descendants multiply
as the stars of
heaven. When
Abraham’s son, Isaac
was born he was so
proud of him, his only
child.

Then God gives
him a
commandment to
sacrifice his son.
He proceeds to
carry out this
commandment,
with complete
obedience to the
will of God no
matter how
irrational this
seems to human
logic.

Faith is to answer the
way that the Virgin Mary
answered the will of
God. To say, no matter
how strange it seems,
like the Theotokos, the
Παναγια, to become the
Μother of God (it is very
strange what she heard):
To say,
“Behold the
maidservant of the Lord!
Let it be done to me
according to your word.”
Luke 1:38

When the devil
for example,
tells you to hate
someone who
wronged you,
you say to him,
“No devil, I’m
not going to
listen to you. I
will listen to God
who tells me to
love everyone,
to forgive
everyone, even
my enemies.”

If we have this
living faith, and
with the given
power of God,
we will also be
able to inherit
our salvation in
the Kingdom of
God.

God has destined all of us for
His Kingdom. But that depends
on us. We will enter into His
Kingdom if we do His will. God
gives us this inheritance for
free, we aren’t worthy. But it
won’t be given to us if we don’t
do anything.
We need to start our struggle
for the spiritual slowly, with
small things towards the big
ones. We can’t start at the top
and then go to the bottom. We
need to start at the bottom and
then go to the top in our
spiritual life. This is the
universal pedagogic method in
nursery school, college, etc.
You start from the simple and
you advance to the more
difficult, not the opposite.

For example, the difficult task of praying. It’s
one of the most difficult tasks. You will start
off slowly. You will put a program in your
everyday life. In the morning, you will say a
few words of prayer and thank God that He
made you worthy to wake up and ask Him for
your day to be peaceful, sinless. At night, do
the same thing. Thank God that He protected
you from dangers, temptations. Ask Him to
forgive you for your sins that you committed
that day. This is a base. Then, later on, you will
do something more since you have begun and
have a base.

The Saints consider
as a base to try to
understand how
much Christ loves
us. If we start to
understand this,
then slowly, from
Φιλότιμο, from a
feeling that we want
to return something
to Christ, we will
start to love Him
more and more.
In this way our love
for God will
increase. And if this
happens, we will
make very much
progress, slowly.

Children in elementary school in South Korea
during the Covid-19 pandemic

GLORY BE TO GOD!!!
THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!

