Before the coronavirus pandemic began, we had
begun the study of the first letter of the Apostle
Peter.
We only completed two lessons because,
unfortunately, then this great calamity, the Covid19 pandemic, broke out and we had to stop.
We had managed to do only the first two verses,
the prologue of the letter. Today, for those who
had not attended these courses we will repeat
some things in a very brief way, as an
introduction and then we will continue today with
the third verse.
We all know that the Apostle Peter is the brother
of the Apostle Andrew, and that he has not just
one name but four other names. His first name is
Symeon, the second is Simon, which is the
Hellenized name of Symeon and, the third name
is Caiphas which is a Hebrew name. The fourth,
that Christ Himself gave him, is Peter.

Peter is a disciple of Christ,
and together with the
Apostle Paul, they are both
the first high missionaries.
We celebrate them, as you
know, together on June 29th.
Peter, in the New Testament
not only in what he says in
his epistles but also in the
Acts of the Apostles, plays a
very important role and is
mentioned many times in the
Gospels and in the Book of
Acts.

Let us now read 1 Peter 1:1-3.

“Peter, an apostle of Christ,
To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in
Pontus, Galicia, Cappadocia, Asia,
and Bithynia, elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, in
sanctification of the Spirit, for
obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be
multiplied.
Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy
has begotten us again to a living
hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.”

In the first verse, the Apostle Peter gives
us information about who the sender of
the letter is, who the recipient is and,
finally ends with the greetings.
The sender is Peter. The title he uses for
himself is: Peter, an apostle of Christ.
He does not use any particular title in
relation to the other apostles. He says
that he is an apostle, just as the other
apostles. He does not say that he is
superior to others or anything like that.
He then tells us to whom he sends the
letter. He tells us that he sends it to the
chosen Christians who are scattered in
the cities that he mentions, namely,
Pontus, Galicia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia.

The pilgrims and all those in the
diaspora have a double
meaning. The first interpretation
means they are the Jews who have
left and are scattered and now they
are Christians. They are constantly
scattered in various places for
reasons of persecution and other
factors.
There is another interpretation of
the Bible that says we are all
sojourners because the earth, on
which we live, is not our permanent
home, but, as the Apostle Paul says,
we should live for our only home,
which is in heaven. All of us
Christians are foreigners. We go
through this life to advance to the
next life, eternal life.

Peter continues and says that
God has chosen you according
to His plan; the Holy Spirit has
sanctified you and the Blood of
Christ has purified you.
In other words, with these
three things, the Apostle Peter
informs us that our salvation is
the work of the Holy Trinity.
And so we see, His work as a
Father has set us all apart by
His plan. The Holy Spirit
sanctifies us and Christ, with
His Blood, has purified us.

.

Grace and Peace

The Apostle Peter ends his
letter with a greeting, with
a wish, in accordance with
the rules of
correspondence given
since ancient times. His
wish is: “Grace to you and
peace be multiplied.”
This greeting, we could
say is one of the most
generous among the
sacred greetings that are
mentioned in the Bible. It
is based on two very
important words; the word
grace and the word peace.
The word grace reminds
us that our salvation does
not depend on our
achievements, but is free.
It is given to us freely by
God.

Of course, it is impossible to obtain
our salvation if we do not personally
fight for it, and, if we do not struggle
in the right way. But, without the gift
of God, the grace of God, no one could
be saved, no matter how much he
fights alone.
Peace is the result of God's grace in
our lives. Without grace there can be
no peace. Without God, true peace
cannot exist.
And this peace, this inner peace which
is the Holy Spirit, is experienced only
by people who surrender their lives
into the hands of God with confidence,
who trust their salvation to the mercy
of God, and strive daily to follow the
will of God in their lives.

We now go to the third verse
which we will deal with in more
detail. After the preface of the
letter, Peter begins with praise
to God.
“Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.“

This means that God is
blessed. That is, He is worthy
of praise and exaltation from the
people.
That is why, as you know, there
is no service in our Church that
does not begin with these words
that Peter uses here in his letter,
“Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

That is why when we hear
this utterance from the
priest at the beginning of
every service, our hearts
must be filled with feelings
of praise and thanksgiving
to God.

“Blessed

be the God

and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ..“

And we must also be filled
with feelings of praise and
thanksgiving to God every
time we engage in a prayer,
because God makes us
worthy to communicate
with Him.

Our first duty is to praise God. If we do
this, in our daily lives, we will be like
the angels because, as we know the
work of angels is the unceasing praise
of God. Well, if we constantly praise
God, our life will be angelic.

That is why many of the faithful in the
Orthodox countries that have a
tradition for centuries, have learned to
praise God for every thing that happens
in their lives. They repeat,
“Glory be to God.”
Not only for the pleasant, but also for
the unpleasant situations that come to
them, the faithful always say, “Glory to
Thee our God, glory to Thee!” They do
this because they trust in God, that He
will not abandon them, no matter how
difficult the situation is that they are
going through and how difficult the
times are.

We will continue and comment on what
Peter says: “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
This is very important because no one
could know God the Father. We met Him
through the Son Who was incarnate,
came to earth, and showed us the
Father.
The Apostle Peter here, with these
words, reminds us of the dogmatic
teaching of our Church that Christ is cosubstantial with the Father. To show us
this, he uses the term Lord, which he
uses for the Father, and he also uses it
for the Son.
In other words, just as God the Father is
Lord, that is, the true God, so Christ, the
Son of God, is Lord and the true God.

Then Peter tells us why God is
worthy of praise. He gives us
the answer and says it is
because He has given us
rebirth.

We certainly thank Him for our
first birth, our biological birth,
but we thank Him even more
for our spiritual rebirth.
And our gratitude is not only
for our personal birth, our
carnal birth, but extends to the
creation of the whole world.
We thank and praise God for
the creation of the whole
world.

We thank Him even
more for the creation
of the whole world
which is even more
wonderful and
miraculous.

As we know, The
first man, Adam,
was born with the
Word and with
soil. We know that
the Holy Trinity
participated, all
three persons of
the Holy Trinity.
Then God said,
“Let Us make man
in Our image,
according to Our
likeness.”
Genesis 1:26

In Christ, man is created
by the Word of God, and
by the Blood of God.
So by the Word of God,
which is in the Bible, and
by the Blood of which He
shed by His sacrifice on
the Cross, He raised us
up to our rebirth.

A man is born again
with his baptism, his
second birth, and then
becomes, by adoption,
heir to the Kingdom of
God and becomes an
adopted child of God.
It is very important
what Peter adds next,
that we did not deserve
this rebirth. It was
given to us freely by
God. Peter adds and
says that Jesus Christ,
according to His great
mercy, gave us our
rebirth.

Imagine a child who
is an orphan, his
parents have died, he
is abandoned and,
very poor. Someone
comes, takes him in,
adopts him, gives him
his name, takes care
of him, and, in the end
leaves him an heir of
his property. This
happened to all of us.
This great gift we all
received because of
God's philanthropy
and God's mercy.

Whatever evil there is
in the world is
because of man's sin.

Whatever good
there is in the
world, exists
because of the
great mercy of
God.

That is why in our Church,
whatever prayer we make,
we always refer to the
mercy of God. With the
simple prayer, Lord have
mercy, and with all the
other prayers, we always
include God's mercy and
His philanthropy.
It is important to note that
many troparion of our
Church often end with the
words great mercy.
“Save us Lord by Thy great
mercy.” We always speak of
the great mercy of God.

Then, and this is the last point
we will comment on, Peter
tells us about what is the first
result of the rebirth of each of
us.
He tells us that it is the living
hope. It is not a hope that is
perishable but it is an eternal
and indestructible hope.
Therefore again in the Church
services, when we begin we
say, “Glory to You, O Christ
our God, our hope, glory to
You.” We always say that God
is our hope.
This reminds us that we must
never lose hope. Whatever we
face, no matter how difficult it
may be, the Christian never
loses hope in God.

Every man who has not
known God as his
personal Savior, every
man who has not laid
his life in the hands of
God with confidence, is
unhappy because he
lives without true hope.

On the contrary, every
human being who has
been reborn in God,
lives with the sure hope
that, as the Apostle Paul
says, is the anchor of
hope. Just as a small
anchor has the power to
hold a whole huge ship
immobile, our hope in
God helps us to have
patience and not to be
afraid of anything,
because we believe that
God is above all, and
has the power to help us
in whatever we need.
Elder Joseph of Vatopedi

Peter adds that
this living hope
was given to us by
the Resurrection of
Christ.
In other words, the
foundation upon
which our living
hope is based, is
the Resurrection of
Christ!
Since He was
resurrected, we
too will be
resurrected.

WE ARE THE BODY

OF CHRIST

To better
understand this,
we will say that
Christ is the Head
and we are the
members of the
Body, so we are
in the Body of
Christ. Well,
since the Head
was resurrected,
the whole body
will definitely be
resurrected too.

The foundation of
our hope is the
Resurrection of
Christ.
That is why our
Church prepared so
much all these days
during Lent, just for
this great event, for
the Resurrection of
Christ, which is the
foundation of our
faith and our hope.

I will end by saying that the great
problem of the pandemic that we all
face as human beings, we as Christians
must face it with the sure hope which
is based on the Resurrection of Christ.
All the saints lived with this sure hope
and faith in the Resurrection of Christ,
and, they faced their martyrdom with
incredible bravery and all the problems
they had in their life, they faced with
great power that is beyond human
understanding and logic.

Saint Aquilina, Akylina, the virgin Martyr.

And I will conclude with a
reference to the celebration
today, in which our Church
honors the memory St. John
Climacus, the author of the
Divine Ladder, who lived a full 60
years in the Sinai desert. I will
read a wonderful hymn we heard
last night at Vespers.
“O righteous Father, thou
heardest the voice of the Gospel
and forsook the world, riches,
and glory, counting them as
naught. Wherefore, thou didst
cry unto all: love God, and ye will
find eternal favor. Put nothing
above His love, that when He
cometh in His glory ye may find
rest with all the saints.
Wherefore, by their
intercessions, O Christ God,
preserve and save our souls.”
Amen.

I want to wish everyone
good health and for
everyone to be very
careful to protect
themselves and their
fellow human beings.

We said before that the
Divine Liturgy begins
with, “Glory to You, O
Christ our God, our hope,
glory to You.” It also is
said at the dismissal of
the service.
Let us not forget to have
our hope, sure and
steady in Christ and
nothing else!

Glory be to God!
Thank you for your attention!

