On The Mystery Of Divine Economy

The lesson has been translated from a Bible Study given by His Eminence Metropolitan Ambrosios of Korea on June 7, 2020.
Translator’s Note: The translator, Sophia Nichols, is responsible for any errors, omissions or inconsistencies.

Today is the great Feast of Pentecost. This is why we
prayed today before beginning our study that the Holy
Spirit enlighten us. We chanted the beautiful troparion
“O Heavenly King”. We also chanted the troparion of
the day, the Apolytikon.
We ask for the blessing of the Holy Spirit to enlighten
our hearts to understand the Word of God. As we know,
God told us that He would send us the Helper, that is
the Holy Spirit to lead us to the Truth. Therefore, every
time we study the Word of God we must ask the Holy
Spirit to enlighten us to understand the Word of God
correctly and to apply it correctly in our lives.

Apolytikion (Plagal Tone Four)
Blessed are You, O Christ our God, who made fisherman
all-wise, by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit, and
through them, drawing all the world into Your net. O
Loving One, glory be to You.

We are study the First Epistle of
Peter. We are in the first chapter and
today we will continue studying two
verses 1Peter:20-21.
“He indeed was foreordained before
the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you
who through Him believe in God,
who raised Him from the dead and
gave Him glory, so that your faith
and hope are in God.”

Remember in the two previous verses,
St. Peter said that our redemption, our
salvation is not due to silver or gold but
to the Blood of the Lamb, the
Immaculate Lamb that is, in the Blood
of Christ.
Today he adds that this sacrifice that
Christ made was predetermined before
the creation of the world and it
appeared in recent years.
From this passage we will separate two
words mentioned by Peter. The first is
foreknowledge and the other is
manifestation. These two words tell us
a great mystery which in theological
language we call The Mystery of Divine
Economy.

The objective of today’s Bible
study will be an attempt to
understand this great mystery.
We will use an example which
of course cannot fully express
the mystery but, with God’s
help we will better understand
it. So if for example one wants
to build a car, an airplane, a
computer, a mobile phone or a
large building the
manufacturer needs three
things.

The first thing
is the design.
For example
the person
who wants to
build a car,
airplane or
engine, needs
the blueprints
for the design.

The second
thing is to put
the blueprints
into practice.
This plan which
is on paper or
in the computer
needs to be
done in practice
so we can see
the car, airplane
or building as
designed.

In addition to the design
and the implementation,
the third is the materials.
For example to
manufacture a car you
need metal, tires and other
materials to make the
design a reality.

Let’s look at these three things; the plan,
application and materials, as they relate to
the Mystery of Divine Economy.
First of all the plan of Divine Economy came
for our salvation, for the salvation of man.

Who made this plan? Almighty God. All three
persons of the Holy Trinity worked together
to make the plan of Divine Economy for our
salvation.
And when was this plan made? It was done,
as Saint Peter tells us here (we also have
many other examples from the Old and New
Testaments), before the creation of the world.
This plan is very old. It was made before man
was created. It was made before the world
was created, before the angels were made,
before anything was made.

This issue we are discussing here is a
mystery. We cannot understand it in all its
depth. We just suspect certain things. One
might ask,” How is it possible that before
man was created by God, a plan was made
for his redemption?”
Someone might also ask, “Since man had not
fallen how does God make a plan to raise him
from his fall?”
The answer is that with our human minds we
cannot grasp the unexplained mystery. We
believe it because we believe the Word of the
Bible is true and what the Holy Bible tells us
we believe as the Truth of God.

Fall of Man by Michelangelo

We say that God is omniscient and all
knowing. God knows everything before it
happens. Therefore God knew the fall of man
before his fall. That is why before his fall God
had made the plan of man’s salvation from
his fall.

Someone may say, “If this is the
case then where is human
freedom?”
God created man free. He put him
in Paradise and told him, “You are
free”, with the autonomy He gave
him. “You can violate My will or
keep it. If you violate it you will
have these consequences. If you
do not violated it you will always
be in Paradise.”
Man was free to choose and freely
he chose his fall.
The plan pre-existed. If man did
not fall, if he followed the will of
God, then the plan would not have
been put into practice. The plan
was there.

We said that this is an
unexplained mystery. We
understand the mystery
only through faith and
experience it with our
obedience to the will of
God.
It is enough for us to know
and understand that the
love of God, before the
creation of the world, had
planned the salvation of
man.

Let’s look at the subject through Biblical
texts. We will mention only three briefly.
Let us see the plan of the Divine
Economy.
Let us go to Matthew’s Gospel 13:34-35,
All these things Jesus spoke to the
multitudes in parables; and without a
parable He did not speak to them, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet saying:
“I will open My mouth in parables;
I will other things kept secret from the
foundation of the world.”
Here he tells us that Christ did not say
anything without parables.

Again in the Gospel of
Matthew 25:34 we see
there clearly:
Then the King will say to
those on his right hand,
‘Come you blessed of
my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation
of the world.’

Let us give an example from
the Apostle Paul to the
Ephesians 1:4,
“Just as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him
in love.”

For us humans
who have a very
specific
perception of
time; we have a
past, present and
future, this seems
incomprehensible
to us. But in the
eyes of God time
is completely
different. God has
no past or future.
For God it is all
an eternal
present.

Our Church experiences it and
teaches it to us with Her
iconography and Her
hymnography. For example, in
the icon of the Nativity of Christ
we will see events that took
place before the birth of Christ
and events that took place after
the birth of Christ all in one
distinct image.
We see in the Nativity icon that
the Magi were going to worship
the unborn child. We know very
well that this did not happen at
the time of Christ’s birth, but a
couple of years later. They were
following the star and it took two
to three years to reach
Bethlehem. The iconographer,
however, puts it all together
because it does not matter to
God whether it’s the past or
future. It is all in the present.

We see an example from our
hymnography today as we celebrate the
feast of Pentecost. There is a wonderful
troparion from Orthos and from the
Vespers service of the Holy Trinity. It
says that today in the city of David, that
is in Jerusalem, all nations saw a
paradoxical miracle.
That means that, what happened 2000
thousand years ago, the Church
hymnographer tells us that we are
experiencing it today. This happens
today. Did it happen today for each of
us? Today we went to church to receive
the Holy Spirit like the 120 who gathered
in the upper room in Jerusalem and
received the Holy Spirit. We did not go to
church today to remember an event that
took place 2000 years ago, but we also
went to experience this today.

As we said the plan preexisted. We talked and tried
as much as possible to develop the topic. Now let’s
go to the second point which we said is the
implementation of the plan of Divine Economy for
the salvation of man.
The plan is implemented with the Incarnation of
Christ.
Christ is the slaughtered Lamb, the first payment of
the world as the Evangelist John tells:
“All who dwell on the earth and worship him, whose
names have not been written in the Book of Life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”
Revelation 13:8
We human beings know that this plan began to be
implemented since the time Christ was born at a
specific time and place.
In other words, the Holy Trinity, the Three Persons
of the Holy Trinity, before the creation of the world,
had decided for the Second Person of the Holy
Trinity, Jesus Christ, to Incarnate.

The Apostle Peter tells us here that this unknown
mystery of God’s love, when the time came was
revealed to us. The words “for us” that St. Peter
points out are very important because they refer to all
of us.
For our own eyes, for us humans, the Incorporeal
Word took on flesh when the time came.
Let us look at Galatians 4:4 which tells us clearly that
when the time came, God sent His Son:
“But when the fullness of the time had come, God
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the
law.”
It was revealed when the time came. What was
revealed? First of all, the mystery of God’s love for
man was revealed.
The power of God was revealed with the Incarnation
of Christ.
The Word of God, the power of God’s Word was
revealed. Christ with His teaching presented to us the
will of God.

In addition, the Crucified Love on the
Cross was revealed for the first time in all
His glory.
And finally, the glory of God was revealed
with the Resurrection and the Ascension
of Christ.

All that we have said is the revelation of
the mystery of God’s love to the world.
We know that this plan of the Divine
Economy was prophesied by the prophets
but we only had a glimpse of it. It was like
a shadow. Now it was clearly presented.
In other words the plan that was
preexisting is now completed. It has now
been implemented.

Now let’s go to the third
point. The material for the
implementation of the plan
is the Precious Blood of
Christ, the Immaculate
Conception of the Lamb as
Peter told us in the tenth
verse.
With His Blood Christ built
the Church which He left us
as an ark of salvation in
which we are sanctified and
are saved.
The Church is founded on
the indestructible rock
which is Christ. The gates
of hell and the forces of hell
cannot defeat the Church!
Whatever happens, no
matter how many wars, no
matter how many
persecutions, the Church of
Christ cannot be destroyed.

Saint Chrysostom, in a
wonderful speech, tells us
about the greatness of the
Church. He gives us various
elements and tells us to look
at what the greatness of the
Church is.
He says that when war is
waged against the Church,
the Church always wins.
When the Church is cursed,
the Church becomes brighter.
The Church receives wounds
from those who fight and
strike Her, but never falls from
the wounds.
The Church as a ship in the
sea, is tested by the storm but
never sinks.
The Church has struggles but
is never defeated.

This is the Church
that God made us
worthy to be
members of.
Whatever happens,
whenever we hear
that some people
curse the Church
and fight her openly
or in secret; we
should not be upset
because we know
that Christ is always
at the helm of the
Church.
The Church is
symbolized as a
Ship or Ark. The
ship of the Church
will not be
destroyed.

We will end this verse by
saying a few words about what
“these last times” means
which Peter mentions at the
end of verse 20.
The “last times” refers to the
times of the New Testament,
which does not include the Old
Testament.
The “last times” are not only
the times that will be before the
Second Coming of Christ,
when the world will end, but it
begins with the New Testament
era.
We could say that the last
times are the time of the first
presence of Christ when He
was Incarnated, to His Second
Coming. This whole period is
what is meant by “these last
times”.

And he tells us in the next verse that
because of Christ, we believe in God Who
raised Him from the dead and gave Him
glory and honor. Here Peter tells us a great
dogmatic truth of our Church: We know
God the Father in Christ.
There is a classic example from the Bible
that silences all the heretics, among them,
the Jehovah Witnesses, who do not believe
that Christ is the True God. It is the
conversation that Christ had with Philip
according to John 14:8-9.
Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and it is sufficient for us. “
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so
long, and yet you have not known Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the
Father; so how can you say, ‘ show us the
Father’?

Let me give an
example so we can
better understand the
meaning. When the
sun rises in the East it
is dark and then
slowly, slowly the sun
rises. Then every
sensible person
believes in the
existence of light
because he sees it
himself.
But, also by the light
we see, we believe in
the source of the light.
That is, we believe in
the sun which is the
source of light in our
solar system.

John 8:12

Christ is the Light which
was revealed on Earth to
us. That is why Christ said,
“I am the Light”.
Those who believe in the
Light of Christ also believe
in the Source of the Light
which is the Father, the
Father of Light.
That is why in the Creed,
the symbol of our faith, we
say, “Light of Light.”
God is revealed to those
who believe in Christ. If we
do not believe in Christ we
cannot believe in God. We
cannot believe in anything.
Christ is the Center of
everything!

Peter goes on to say that God raised Christ from the dead.
Let us dwell here for a moment. The subject of Christ’s
Resurrection is presented in the Bible in two ways: that God
the Father resurrected Christ and Christ resurrected Himself.
Listen to how Oecumenius, a great interpreter of the
Scriptures, explains the subject. He tells us not to be surprised
when you hear Peter say that God Resurrected Christ or when
you also hear Paul say the same thing. Look at what Christ
Himself says in John 2:19,
Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.”

Also, Christ Himself in John 10:18 tells us:
“No one takes it from me, but I lay down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”

He speaks clearly of His Resurrection here.
Saint Oecumenios ends his commentary and says that it
means that there is One Energy of the Father and of the Son. It
is the same Energy. In other words it is consubstantial.

When we say God
resurrected Christ, we are
talking about Christ as a
human being. When we say
that Christ resurrected
Himself we are talking about
Christ as God.

In the Bible two terms are
used for Christ. One term is
the Son of Man, and the other
is the Son of God. When it
says the Son of Man it talks
about His humanity. When it
says the Son of God it refers
to His divinity.

We will give an example to
make this clearer. At the
resurrection of Lazarus
when Christ drew near He
asked, “Where have you
buried him?”
This is what Christ the
omniscient, the all
knowing asked as a
human being. But when
He resurrected Lazarus
and tells him, “Lazarus,
come out!”, He resurrects
him as God.

Let’s add at this point
that the Resurrection
of Christ, which is the
greatest miracle ever,
constitutes a common
act of the three
Persons of the Holy
Trinity.
This is a great
mystery that we
cannot understand.
The Holy Trinity is
Three Persons but
One Essence. When
one Person of the
Holy Trinity acts the
other two Persons
cooperate. It is always
the Three Persons
working together
because they are
consubstantial.

I will end with St. Peter saying
that the Resurrection which is
the glory of Christ, is the
foundation of our faith and
hope.
Whoever firmly believes in the
Resurrection of Christ then he
never loses his faith and never
loses his hope.

We end here and will take any
questions.

Questions
Q. “Why did the love of God come when
it did? What is the reason that Christ
came in the particular year that He did
not come any sooner? Why did he come
when He did?”
A. As the Apostle Paul tells us in
Galatians, Christ came when the fullness
of time came. That is, when the right
time came. The Holy Wisdom of God and
His love, knows why He came at that
moment.
Many answers have been proposed to
this question, as humans try to
understand the “when” of God and why
God decided to come then.

If we look at things historically we see that
at the time Christ came there was a
decline; a cultural and moral decline
around the whole world. The customs and
manners had reached a very bad point.
Then comes the Light of Christ to
enlighten the people.

In human terms we say that God’s plan
preexists, it is ready. And God watches
when is the most perfect time to intervene
in history, to come and help men.
The manners and the customs of the
gentiles, not only of the pagans, but also of
the Jewish nation, the “chosen people”,
had reached rock bottom.
God had been revealed to the chosen
people and His law was falsified. In fact
they did not believe in the True God. The
way the Jews lived they made the law
according to their own measures. That is
why Christ came to correct the perception
of God.

Another issue that the Church Fathers emphasize is
that the appropriate instrument had to be found for
God’s plan to be implemented. And this suitable
instrument was the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos. The
Fathers of our Church say that if She had not been
found, we might still be waiting for the Messiah to
come!
This is the reason why we in the Orthodox Church
honor the Theotokos so much and are extremely
grateful to Her. She became the bridge with which
God came down from Heaven to Earth.
In other words we honor Her, but do not worship Her,
as many non-orthodox unfortunately believe that we
do. We only worship God. We honor the Virgin Mary
and give Her worthy praise and gratitude for this great
gift She gave humanity. She became the suitable
instrument for Christ to come to Earth, for the
revelation of the Messiah on Earth.

Q. “Concerning the Divine Economy, who will be
saved and who will be condemned?”
A. As we previously said, the plan of Divine
Economy, which existed before the world was
created, concerns all people. Christ came to
Earth to save all people. But unfortunately, not
everyone is saved because not everyone
believes in Christ and they do not apply what
Christ said. This is the answer to this question.
I will repeat what the Apostle Paul says: Christ
came to save all people. He did not come to
choose some who will be saved as for example
the Jehovah Witnesses say. He came for
everyone to be saved but this depends on the
free will of each person. Christ did not come by
force to save anyone. He said, “Whoever wants
to, follow me.” And so whoever follows Him will
be saved.

Unfortunately, as Christ
says, “Many are called but
few are chosen.” So let us
strive with the help of the
Holy Spirit, to be among the
chosen, that is as those
who follow with faith, love
and the fear of God, and
apply the will of God in their
lives.

Glory be to God!
Thank you for your attention!

