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Peace according to the teaching of the Fathers of the
Orthodox Church

Metropolitan Ambrosios

Orthodox Metropolis of Korea

Abstract

The topic of the present study is: "Peace according to the
teaching of the Fathers of the Orthodox Church".

In the writings of the Apostolic and later Fathers of the
Orthodox Church, there is a great deal of extensive and valuable
teaching on peace, but it is not sufficiently known to the wider
Korean public.

Because the available patristic material on peace is enormous
in volume, for this reason we have limited our research to only
three great Fathers and ecumenical teachers of the Orthodox Church,
namely Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John the
Chrysostom, who are considered among to the great Fathers the
greatest. These three ‘"greatest luminaries of the Trinitarian
Godhead" lived and acted during the first millennium of united
Christianity, specifically the 4th and 5th centuries, and for this
reason they are honored as great Ecumenical Fathers and Teachers
of the Eastern and Western Churches as well.

But the extant written work of all three of the
afore—mentioned great Fathers is also vast in scope. For this
reason, we set as the purpose of this work the presentation of only
a sample of their teaching on the capitally important subject of
peace. Their teaching will help us to understand, firstly, how they
understood the great spiritual and social topic of peace in their time
and secondly, how they influenced the theology of the Orthodox
Church on the topic of peace until today.

We believe that the present study has the element of

originality because, as far as we know, there is no corresponding
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work on the peace teaching of the Fathers of the Orthodox Church in
the Korean literature. The originality of our study also lies in the
fact that for the first time the patristic texts are presented in
Korean, translated directly from the Greek language, in which they
were originally written, and not from other languages. In the
development of the topic we have used only primary sources, but in
the bibliography we mention also a few secondary sources from the

multitude of existing ones in many other languages.

Keywords: Orthodox Church, Church Fathers, Peace, War,
Passion, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, John the

Chrysostom




